
1. Look down: Photographing a room from above adds 
interest and dramatic flare. It also gives you a bit more 
distance to show off the space.

2. Early light is my favorite light: Early morning natural 
light is flattering and diffused. Apply a filter to accentuate 
the warmth of the early morning sun.

3. Get the proper lighting for your subject: Poke around 
on your screen to get the light sensor to focus on the 
lightest spot in your image and adjust from there. If it’s still 
not quite perfect, make use of one of the in-app filters.

4. Look for color: Splashes of color give your feed variety 
and interest. Arrange your shots to give the whole 
presentation variety and color where needed.

5. Frame your photos: Frame the image with something in 
the foreground. This adds details and fills negative space. 
Step back to see what you can include for a bit of color or 
to complement your subject or story.

6. Take time to edit: Instagram is spontaneous and on the 
fly but take some time to edit your shot, focusing on details 
like cropping, straightening or basic edits. Check out some 
of the free apps to help you along. 

7. Pick a complementary background: Move around your 
subject to find a background that’s not too busy so your 
subject pops out and is the center of focus.

8. Fill up the frame: Zoom in for more detail. Fill the frame 
using selective focus and showcase the subjects texture 
and detail.

9. The rule of thirds: Use the most popular composition 
guideline-it applies with a square format. Experiment to 
make your subject pop as your focal point. Most cameras 
have a “view guides option”.

10. Crop to square later. Shoot in landscape/portrait 
mode and then crop to the square image–this way you can 
edit to find the most pleasing composition.
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